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The purpose of this paper is to reexamine the relationship between the urban and the rural in the
era of globalization, and to consider policies for advancing not an opposition between the two but
a symbiotic coexistence from the point of view of utilizing cultural resources. Between urban and
rural areas, a one-sided and asymmetrical relationship has been formed in which the rural areas
are places that supply human resources to the cities while at the same time being places that are
forced to consume the products of the cities. To express this in other words, urban areas have
squeezed out both people and money from the rural areas. However, the problem | would really
like to focus on here is the fact that in the pronouncements of the media and academia, this two-
dimensional structure of opposition of “urban vs. rural” is accepted without premise and has been
made the departure point for discussion. | fear that this only leads to a strengthening and a
hardening of such an “urban vs. rural” structure. In this society there are groups which benefit from
that structure. It is important to alter that social structure. In order to do that, by carefully observing
the exchange practices between the urban and the rural, it is necessary to expose the sterility of
talking separately of “the urban and the rural,” and to offer new methods of practice. How then
should we re-envision our grasp of “the urban and the rural’? Eliciting an answer to that question
can be said to be the second objective of this paper. As a case study, | take up the mountain
village of Totsukawa Village in Yoshino County, Nara Prefecture, Japan.
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