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Abstract

What is a border and how does it define itself to contain? While in current literature on
migration the paradigms of borders and diaspora “bleed into one another” (James
Clifford: Diasporas in Cultural Anthropology Vol. 9, No. 3, 1994), the concept of
borderland presumes a geopolitical divide between two sides of distinct jurisdiction that
may be legally or illegally crossed. It is the border in its multifaceted interpretations that
is unpacked in this exhibition by looking at the artworks of selected Southeast Asian
contemporary artists to evaluate the ‘currency of diaspora’, that is, the language of
diaspora shared by the people that in the past as in the present move across the
countries of Southeast Asia for political or economic reasons. To unpack these
concerns, the works selected for this exhibition focus primarily on two key elements
related to transnational migration: the border, that is, the geographical crossing location
as the site for legal and illegal communication; the notion of home away from home
combined with the effort to reconstruct and preserve the cultural heritage of the original
homeland.
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