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This paper encompasses architectural and urban design approaches from three cultural
systems: vernacular, Renaissance and urban modernism. The main study objective is
to understand how cultural design aesthetics have contributed over historical eras to the
architectural forms of buildings and planning of street layouts. A scholarly discussion of
cultural design characteristics, and the qualitative impact of urban social shifts and
economic development on Lisbon, Casablanca and Birmingham, is examined. A
comparative table distinguishes key urban design approaches and how cultural spaces
determine architectural functions. Research shows the strategic importance of urban
resilience as a concept of urban design and architectural planning. This is a key
framework in understanding how urban design helps communities adapt habitats to
shifting conditions such as climate changes, economic and social development. The
paper concludes with proposals for policymaking mechanisms centered on urban
resilience, to empower urban planning stakeholders facing issues that beset modern
cities.
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