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Abstract

The International Council for Traditional Music (ICTM), which is the leading international
scholarly association of ethnomusicologists, is known for its role in connecting cultures
throughout its seventy-year old history, in various ways and to varied extents linked to
UNESCO. Seven of its World Conferences, including the latest two, took place in Asia.
Six of its Study Groups are topically related to Asia and several symposia of these and
also other Study Groups are being regularly organized in various parts of the world's
largest continent. ICTM World Network currently includes representatives in as many as
thirty-five Asian countries and territories. Asia is also represented in the Council's
governing and decision-making bodies.

This presentation documents ICTM's involvement in urban music studies with the
emphasis on Asia. It analyses the Council's pro-active role in building trust and
cooperation across political, economic, cultural and other boundaries through
scholarship on music, dance, and other performing arts. In its final part, the
presentation demonstrates selected cases in which ICTM contributed to the creation of
vibrant social spaces in the context of renewals of urban settings.
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